One of the intriguing outcomes of visiting another person is the information gleaned from bookshelves, not necessarily from reading within the book covers but simply by perusing the titles and authors' names on the spine (or looking inside where the spine is unrevealing). How much does this tell us about the collector? Armond Goldman and his colleagues have explored the library of Louis Pasteur and on page 195 they tell us of their findings. Folk interested deeply in one aspect of this life are often avid explorers in other fields whether literature and poetry, art, music and many other of the influences upon us all; Andrea Pasta (page 209) is one such person. However, illness so often takes away from us prematurely the future output of artists and tuberculosis seems to loom large within this category and we have an example of this sadness in the life of Maria Polydouri (page 220). Others achieve longer life and their names become well known to us, Archie McIndoe (page 224) and Hamilton Fairley (page 215) inspiring us in this way. Although some twenty-two years ago the Journal of Medical Biography was instituted in large part to record the lives of those whose lives otherwise might not be recorded, we do like to include vignettes of the lesser known attributes of those who are better known. Sometimes a name is well known and achievements less so and among these we might include Joseph Erlanger (page 228) whose researches in circulatory physiology led to a Nobel Prize in neurophysiology. A subject who appears to have interesting work for us to explore might in fact have fictional attributes, and the stories of Sir John Forbes (page 190) and Amos Babcock (page 205) provide some evidence of this. John Kirmup tells us about an osteotomy saw (page 242) in continuing his series ''Who Made What?''. A chance finding of a piece of equipment may lead to an exploration of a life and Siegle with his steam spray inhaler may interest us in this field (page 248). Within the journal, because of space requirements we have tended to offer notice of books rather than fuller reviews and in many instances published book reviews can be found elsewhere, via the internet, and hence the occasional book review does appear here.
Students, whether medical students or others, are discovering the great pleasure and addictive nature of the study of the history of medicine. The student prize has been resurrected and the winning paper for the year 2014, by Elizabeth Garrett on Josephine Fairfield, is included in this issue (page 233). We hope to see many more submissions from students although inevitably space precludes acceptance, from whatever source, for publication of only a small proportion of submissions; this is not a reason to withhold offering a paper but sadly it does mean coming to terms with our inability to accept as many papers as we all should like.
These, then, are some thoughts about the manner in which the Journal of Medical Biography has been operating and all ideas for the future have been encouraged. In life many things tend to advance or retreat and rarely stand still so in a Whiggish way the journal looks to the future. Authors have been tolerant of, in some cases considerable, times to publication but SAGE has introduced publication in electronic form and is considering increasing the page count of the journal, a welcome step forward that would be even better supported by increased circulation and readers may be able to encourage libraries and colleagues to take a subscription.
In demitting office as Editor at the end of 2014, having followed John Moll in 2003 after his ten years as Founding Editor, it is a real pleasure to record with immense gratitude the patience of authors and also the support of members of the Editorial Board, of the Editorial Advisory Board, of those who review and referee papers and of those at the Royal Society of Medicine and now at SAGE Publications for their strong support over the last twelve years. As always, the names are too numerous to list here. I feel totally confident that Dr Andrew Larner, also a neurologist as it happens, will be able to rely on support no less secure, and to him I offer all good wishes and in particular I am grateful for the kind invitation, which I have accepted with alacrity, to remain a member of the Editorial Board.
